Biology and treatment of gliomas.
This review discusses some of the recent advances in glioma research and treatment. Our understanding of the characteristics of these tumors has been strengthened by the application of molecular biologic and genetic techniques to pathologic grading and therapy outcome. Newer attempts to correlate imaging modalities to pathologic grading are also discussed. It is anticipated that these developments will strengthen our ability to design improved treatment strategies, an essential goal inasmuch as current treatment schemes have limited benefit. More work needs to be done to understand the biology of these tumors especially the complex interactions of their cytokine expression, multiplicity of genetic abnormalities, and their local environment. Only then will be able to develop improved therapeutic interventions.